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CONFIDENTIAL LONDON 02141 

BRUSSELS PASS USDEL MC 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MPOL, NATO. UK 

SUB J : INDEPENDENT EUROPEAN PROGRAM GROUP (IEPG) 

REF: ROME 1840 

1 . IN DISCUSSION WITH MOD OFFICIALS CORCERNING UK 
REACTION TO THE ROME IEPG MEETING, ONE ASPECT STANDS OUT 
CLEARLY: THE BRITISH ARE VERY PLEASED THAT THE FRENCH 
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’BLEW WIND INTO THE SAILS OF COOPERATION” AND GAVE EVERY 
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INDICATION THAT PARIS WISHES TO SEE THE IEPG EFFORT "PRO- 
PERLY LAUNCHED". BRITISH MET WITH DELPECH IN PARIS PRIOR 
TO ROME MEETING FOR A BILATERAL CHAT AND FEEL THAT THEY 
AND THE FRENCH FULLY UNDERSTAND EACH OTHERS POSITIONS. 

2. THE BRITISH DESCRIBED THE ROME MEETING VERY MUCH IN 
ACCORD WITH REFTEL, BUT A NUMER OF POINTS OF INTEREST 
LENDING NUANCE EMERGE FROM THE BRITISH VIEW: (A) WHILE 
WHITEHALL IS DELIGHTED THAT FRANCE "HAS COME A LONG WAY" 

IN ACCEPTING IEPG AND BELIEVES THAT DELPECH INDIVIDUALLY 
HAS DONE MUCH SENSIBLE SPADE WORK TO THAT END, THE BRI- 
TISH STILL DISCERN FAIRLY STRONG FRENCH RESISTANCE TO 
"TOO EARLY A DIALOGUE" WITH THE US AND CANADA. CLEARLY 
THEY FEEL THAT FRENCH DECLARATORY POLICY STILL IS TO 
INSIST ON KEEPING THE TRANS-ATLANTIC DIALOGUE ON THE BACK 
BURNER UNTIL THE EUROPEANS "HAVE THEIR HOUSE IN ORDER". 

BUT THE BRITISH ALSO FEEL THAT AT THE LEVEL OF ACTION 
POLICY THE FRENCH HAVE, IN FACT, BECOME MORE FLEXIBLE ,AT 
THE EDGES" ON THIS MATTER AND ARE NOW PREPARED TO RECEIVE 
"SUGGESTIONS" CONCERNING POSSIBLE TWO-WAY STREET ITEMS. 

THE BRITISH SAID THEY PUSHED HARD THE IMPORTANCE THEY 
ATTACH TO ESTABLISHING AN EARLY DIALOGUE WITH THE US/ 
CANADA; (B) THE BRITISH AGREE THAT FOR THE IMMEDIATE 
FUTURE IT IS NECESSARY TO KEEP THE IEPG STRUCTURE 
FAIRLY ELASTIC AND TO KEEP IT INSULATED FROM TOO MANY 
"THEOLOGICAL AND THEORETICAL, PRECONDITIONS AND ABSTRACT- 
IONS. THERE IQ FULL RECOGNITION HERE THAT "TWO SWALLOWS 
DO NOT MAKE A SUMMER" AND THAT ALTHOUGH THE ROME MEETING 
WAS MOST ENCOURAGING, THE IEPG WILL NEED CONSIDERABLE 
TOLERANCE AND UNDERSTANDING IF IT IS TO EVOLVE INTO SOME- 
THING WITH CLOUT; (C) ON THE PROCUREMENT EXECUTIVE (PE) 

SIDE OF THE MOD WE DETECT A CERTAIN SENSE OF IMPATIENCE 
THAT THINGS ARE NOT MOVING FAST ENOUGH: "THE PROCUREMENT 
CHAPS ARE NOT AS MUCH IN CHARGE YET AS THEY SHOULD BE" 
REFLECTS PE DISAPPOINTMENT THAT IT WILL NOT BE UNTIL THE 
NEXT MEETING (PROBABLY END MARCH, EARLY APRIL) OF THE 
ARMAMENT DIRECTORS THAT A SPECIFIC PROGRAM OF WORK WILL 
BE TABLED. THE BRITISH. APPARENTLY, WERE PREPARED 
TO DISCUSS SPECIFIC PROJECTS/PROPOSALS IN DETAIL AT ROME 
BUT WERE UNABLE TO DO SO. THIS MAY HAVE BEEN DUE IN PART 
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TO CORNFORD'S ABSENCE AS HINTED IN PARA 2 REFTEL; AND 
(D) THE BRITISH BELIEVE IT IS IMPORTANT FOR THE IMMEDIATE 
FUTURE TO KEEP THE IEPG EXERCISE FULLY SEPARATE FROM BOTH 
EUROGROUP AND THE NATO INTER OPERABILITY GROUP, RECOGNI- 
ZING AT THE SAME TIME THAT THE SUBSTANCE OF MUCH OF THE 
EUROGROUP AND NATO INTER-OPERABILITY WORK IS RELEVANT TO 
IEPG. THE PARALLELISM AND ULTIMATE CONVERGENCE 
BETWEEN IEPG AND NATO INTER-OPERABILITY WHICH THE ITALI- 
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ANS EXPRESS (PARA 6 REFTEL) IS SOMETHING THE BRITISH DO 
NOT SEE FOR THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE. AT PRESENT, KEEPING 
FRANCE WITHIN THE FOLD IS A PRIMARY OBJECTIVE AND EVOLU- 
TION OF FORMAL IEPG LINKS WITH OTHER "STANRAT" INSTITU- 
TIONS IS LIKELY TO BE SO SLOW THAT THI SUBJECT IS HARDLY 
CONSIDERED HERE. 

3. WE SHALL BE SEEING HOCKADAY (MOD) AND WILBERFORCE 
(FCO) SHORTLY FOR A MORE DETAILED WHITEHALL REACTION TO 
THE ROME MEETING. 

SPIERS 
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